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Dear Sir,

Jews the world over, all good and faithful Jews to whom the honor and glory
and the triumph of their people is dear and in whose hearts the glorious
occurrences of recent days find an echo of cheer, surely did experience a thrill
of joy at the dedication of the Hebrew University and the triumphs attending that
event. Our hearts swelled with pride, and our heads were raised high — perhaps
for the very first time since the exile — on that day. That day did indeed constitute
a day of triumph to the Jew, after the ages of his struggles and persecution. May
it mark the dawn of a more glorious day for all of us. May it usher in a new era
of happiness and freedom to us on the soil of our fathers, a glory and a happiness
that shall grow with the passing of days and be everlasting in its duration!

This glorious success was, however, made possible only by our age-long
faithfulness to our traditions and our assiduous study of the Holy Word. Had we
not cherished so sacredly our Torah and our Commandments we would have been
swallowed up among the nations long ago, beyond all possibility or hope of
revival, either spiritually or physically.

A great world Yeshivah, to equal the great academies of the past, the
academies that have become famous in our history and have been the Beacon
Light by which we traveled during our ages of persecution and suffering is about
to be established on the sacred Mount of David, in the immediate vicinity of the
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newly-dedicated Hebrew University. Ground for this World Yeshivah, which is
destined to become the Universal Theological Academy of Jewry has already
been bought and other necessary preliminaries have been completed.

About 50 prospective students of this World Yeshivah have already registered
with us and have obtained their visas enabling them to travel to the Holy Land.
More are sure to follow just as soon as this Academy opens its doors and begins
to spread its light to the World.

We believe that there is room in this world for one Talmudical school whose
object is not the training of ordinary pupils, but to be a Post Graduate school for
the man who is out of the ordinary and who bears within him the promise of
distinction and creative scholarship. It is intended this Academy become in the
specifically Jewish field that which the Graduate School is to the College. It will
be an Academy for the men who give promise of being our future leaders,
scholars and creators.

This is the proper time, in our belief, to begin work on this sacred and
promising project. Our nation is being rebuilt. The dream of centuries have
become a reality. Our University is a fact. A Home for secular learning has been
erected on Mt. Zion. Let us hasten to build also a fitting home for our own lore,
for our own sacred literature and learning by the light of which we hsve traveled
through the ages to our ultimate triumphs.

We hope to enlist your active cooperation in this great and sacred project. We
trust that you will see your way clear to become one of the Founders of this great
and matchless institution by the contribution of either a suitable sum to the
Building Fund, by endowing a Wing or a room, or by the establishment of a
scholarship in this home for the Higher Jewish Culture.

Very Truly Yours,
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PRESS NOTICE: April 26, 1925,

Dr. Solomon Zeitlin, member of the Faculty of the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan
Theological Seminary, who represented the Yeshiva Faculty at the inauguration
of the Hebrew University on April 1st, is delivering a course of lectures at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, on the Second Commonwealth.
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Bentwich, “Hebrew University”, Encyclopedia S¥R Yy - 2"n9Rn o 719”7
Judaica (1971), vol. 8, pp. 219-220.
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There is no doubt that he is in favor of the University, but he does not see, as
no educator can see, a way to develop religious leaders in a secular institution.
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1. Goodman, “Rabbi Kook and his Mission to American Jews”, Jewish Forum, March, 31
1924, p. 176.
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